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Description

The Art of War: Great Commanders of the Modern World is a magisterial survey of the military 
giants of the world since 1600. It has been compiled by an exceptionally distinguished team 
of historians, including such eminent names as Antonia Fraser, Alistair Horne, Michael 
Burleigh, Simon Sebag Montefiore and Richard Overy, working under the general editorship of 
Andrew Roberts. The Art of War is an authoritative and lavishly illustrated account of the lives 
and careers of the 50 greatest military commanders of the period, from Cromwell to Konev, 
from Marlborough to Moltke, and from Pétain to Patton. Every commander is profiled in a 
concise and informative 3000-word article which not only brings its subject vividly to life via a 
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concise and informative 3000-word article which not only brings its subject vividly to life via a 
lively, fact-driven narrative, but also analyses and assesses his tactical and strategic gifts.  

As accessible and informative as it is rigorous and scholarly, The Art of War is the perfect 
introduction to its subject for the layperson – but also a stimulating and thought-provoking 
read for those with greater knowledge of military history. 

Sales Points

◦ A sumptuous chronological survey of the 50 greatest commanders of the early modern and 
modern worlds

◦ Compiled by a distinguished list of specialist contributors

◦ Both accessible illustrated history and an invaluable and authoritative historical reference 
work

◦ Each biography is accompanied by a ‘battle feature’ or ‘campaign feature’ – embellished by a 
full-colour battle plan or campaign map – focusing on the commander’s greatest battlefield 
achievement

◦ Together with its companion volume, The Art of War: Great Commanders of the Ancient and 
Medieval World (ISBN: 9781847242594, December 2008, Quercus), it forms an indispensable 
guide to the greatest generals the world has seen
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Andrew Roberts is an eminent historian and writer. His authorial credits include the bestselling
A History of English-speaking Peoples since 1900, Hitler and Churchill: Secrets of Leadership, 
Napoleon and Wellington: The Long Duel and Waterloo: Napoleon’s Last Gamble.
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