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Bestselling author Simon Blackburn tackles the key questions in philosophy –
and provides easy-to-understand and enlightening answers

Description

The Big Questions series is designed to let renowned experts confront the 20 most 
fundamental and frequently asked questions of a major branch of science or philosophy. Each 
3000-word essay simply and concisely examines a question that has eternally perplexed 
enquiring minds, and provides answers from history’s great thinkers. This ambitious project is 
a unique distillation of humanity’s best ideas. 

In Big Questions: Philosophy, bestselling author Simon Blackburn addresses 20 essential 

The Big Questions: Philosophy

Simon Blackburn

In Big Questions: Philosophy, bestselling author Simon Blackburn addresses 20 essential 
questions, including: 

Why is there something and not nothing? What is the meaning of life? 
Can machines think? Can murder ever be justified? 
What does anyone know? Are we free?
Is truth relative? Is death fearful?
What is reason? What is beauty?
Why be good? How is it possible to deceive myself?
Does time go by? Why does Nature keep on keeping on?

Sales Points

◦ Simon Blackburn is the author of the bestselling philosophy titles Think and Being Good
◦ This is the first title in a notable new series which sees distinguished experts confront the 
fundamental questions of philosophy and science

◦ The Big Questions series follows the success of Quercus’s bestselling 50 Ideas books 
◦ This is a pretty little gift book in the look of the popular Moleskine diaries with rounded 
corners and an elastic strap to keep it closed

Author Profile

Simon Blackburn is Professor of Philosophy at Cambridge University, and one of the most 
distinguished philosophers writing today. He is the author of the bestselling Dictionary of 
Philosophy, Think and Being Good, which has appeared in 15 languages. His Truth: A Guide 
for the Perplexed, a guidebook to philosophical ideas about truth and its distortions, from 
classical times to the present, has been published to rave reviews. 
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