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Description

Books that Changed the World profiles fifty important and influential books in the history of 
the world. The selection comes from every field of human creativity and intellectual 
endeavour - from poetry to politics, from fiction to philosophy, from theology to anthropology, 
and from economics to physics. It creates a rounded and satisfying picture of how fifty 
towering achievements of the human intellect have built our societies, shaped our values, 
enhanced our understanding of the nature of the world, enabled technological advancements 
and reflected our concerns and dilemmas, strengths and failings.

Andrew Taylor

Books That Changed the World

In a series of engaging essays, Andrew Taylor sets each work and its author firmly in 
historical context, summarises the content of the work and explores its wider influence and 
legacy. A fascinating and richly informative read, Books that Changed the World is a thought-
provoking and stimulating read that is likely to cause many an impassioned debate.

Sales Points

◦ An absorbing analysis of 50 books that have had a decisive impact on human society

◦ Includes texts that are generally regarded as the foundation-stones of human civilisation as 
well as some more challenging and personal choices

◦ Compelling and addictive – will provoke debate and encouraging further reading 

Author Profile

Andrew Taylor has worked as a journalist in television, newspapers and magazines in Britain 
and the Middle East and is a regular columnist for the Sunday Times. His authorial credits 
include The World of Gerard Mercator and A Plum in Your Mouth. 
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