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4 CREATIVE SCRAPBOOKING

the journalling and title, filling the visual
blanks with descriptions and details of
what was happening, when and where.

Turning these practical purposes into 
a work of creative art is the aim of
scrapbooking for those whose skills are
well and truly honed.The basic principles
still apply, but where you take them from
here is up to your imagination.

WHAT IS CREATIVE
SCRAPBOOKING?
The scrapbooking techniques in this
book are more advanced than the basic
skills you learned as a beginner.They
offer excitement and creative
opportunity as you expand your
repertoire of skills (and your toolkit).
The range of techniques, materials and
tools presented in this book will add
another dimension to your crafting life
and open up exciting new possibilities
for the already proficient scrapbooker.

SCRAPBOOKING

Scrapbookers who have a solid grasp of basic techniques, tools and materials will now be
ready to take the next step on their creative journey. Armed with confidence, plenty of
imagination and this inspirational guide to creative scrapbooking, you will soon be producing
dazzlingly original and artistic layouts, embellishments and journalling.

NEW FRONTIERS
Your first scrapbook layouts taught you
the essential elements of scrapbooking:
balance, colour choice, title selection and
embellishment. However, there comes a
time when your imagination dares you
to move beyond the boundaries of your
early scrapbook pages, to create work for
your albums that is more than mere
design–it is art.

Scrapbookers who have been practising
the craft for some time take a different
view of their creativity.They look at
photographs differently, seeing an
unusual angle, a creative crop, or a
surreal pattern in an ordinary picture.
They look at materials differently,
preparing to put paper, fabric, metals,
plastic and glass to uses for which they
were never originally intended–perhaps
even ignoring the acid-free imperative 
to include a beautiful background or
textured material in a layout.They look

CREATIVE

at design differently, creating asymmetric
layouts to shock and delight the eye,
juxtaposing colour, form and texture.
They even look at journalling differently,
often allowing the pictures and
embellishments to tell the story rather
than relying on words to describe it.

The purpose of scrapbooking remains
unchanged: a scrapbook album is a
means of preserving the stories and
images that will otherwise be lost to
memory. Sometimes the scrapbook page
is designed to help the maker recall the
details of the events; other pages are
designed to transmit thoughts and
feelings to those who come after,
speaking to children and unborn
grandchildren or great-grandchildren.

All elements of a layout work together
to tell a story: the choice of photograph,
capturing a moment in time; the layout
colour, design and embellishments,
capturing the mood of the moment; and
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EXTEND YOUR SKILLS
The step-by-step photographs in this
fully illustrated guide to creative
scrapbooking are designed to help you
meet new challenges with confidence.
By following the instructions in this
book you will develop the skills and
confidence to produce elaborate and
increasingly adventurous albums.

You will also be equipped to explore
other avenues of papercraft, from
creating elegant gift tags and cards to
branching out into new areas of craft
such as altered books.You will learn 
how to expand and make the best use 
of your existing kit of tools, products
and materials.

NEW WAYS WITH
TOOLS AND MATERIALS
You will learn how to use a variety 
of media–beyond paper and cardstock.
It is time to be more experimental with

the way you use paper. Discover how to
include a range of non-paper materials
in your layouts: metal, polypropylene
plastic, fabric and even organic materials
and ephemera. Learn new techniques for
manipulating these materials and putting
them to innovative uses on a page.

There are no limits to the sorts of
embellishments and textures that you
can use in scrapbooking: wet and dry
embossing, artists’ media and acrylic
paints and recycled material such as
waste compact discs and ephemera.

INNOVATIVE FORMATS
AND STYLES
Projects and examples of creative
techniques by leading scrapbooking
teachers include instructions for making
frames and spirellas, creating three-
dimensional serendipity squares and
assembling artistic collages and
multilayered pages.

You can now move beyond the standard
scrapbooking album to create cards,
memory boxes and mini albums in an
infinite variety of formats that are not
dependent on the classic square or
rectangular album page.

Learn how to bind and decorate your
own mini album for a totally unique
scrapbooking treasure. Create works of
art that will grace the walls of your
home with memories, rather than be
hidden away in a scrapbook album in a
bookshelf.Work on cardstock or canvas
and make your own frame or have one
custom made.

Whether you are looking to scraplift
entire page designs as you experiment
with new techniques, or you want to try
a new tool or skill to get an effect you
have in mind for your own original
design, the experienced artists who have
contributed their work to this book are
happy to share their creations with you.
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1 Use white gesso to paint the outside
edges of the cardstock: use a dry

brush and bold sweeping strokes to apply
the paint. Ink the edges of the cardstock
to accentuate the gesso. Layer the papers
and cut some pieces or tear some and
roll the edges to give a variety of
textures. Stitch the paper down using a
machine zigzag stitch in selected places.

2 Use walnut ink and an old
toothbrush to age the small tags.

Lay the tags on a flat, protected surface
and dip the toothbrush in the ink. Flick
the bristles with your thumb to splatter
ink over the tags. If the droplets are too
large, blot with absorbent paper.Add
journalling with an acid-free pen and tie
pretty ribbons through the tags.

3 Sand the edges of the photograph
using medium abrasive paper. Paint 

a cardstock mat in the same way as you
painted the edges of the background
cardstock and add machine stitching as 
a decorative border.Add embellishments,
including the large chiffon bow and
decorative photo corner.

FABRIC TO PAPER
Some papers are printed with
photographs of fabric designs and other
textures.These can be easier to work
with than the original fabrics and
finishes such as painted crackle finishes,
as they don’t require flattening,
stiffening, specific cutting tools or 
other special treatments.

To add dimension and texture to pages
that use printed papers rather than 
three-dimensional fabrics and painted
textures, ribbons are a neat and pretty
textile embellishment. Many scrapbook
supply stores sell ribbons in colour-
coordinated packs just as they do papers,
cardstock and other embellishments, and
these can be a great source of inspiration.
Stitching paper down enhances the
illusion of the three-dimensional texture
that is printed on it, and the addition of
pretty bows does the same.

Any type of ribbon is suitable for use on
a scrapbook page: woven organza and
satin; jacquard designs; stitched or printed
patterns; gingham; paper and mulberry
paper strips; dyed silk; wire-edged; and
gift-wrap ribbons.

FABRIC AND TEXTILES 29

The papers used on this page are all selected from a coordinated range of
vintage-look printed patterns that mimic fabric designs and paint textures.
Complementary colours (opposite each other on the colour wheel) balance each
other and accentuate the neutral tones of the black-and-white photograph. 
A linen-textured cardstock provides a backdrop for the pretty roses and ribbons.


