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Description

Across a huge range of endeavour, 1859 was the year of mega change. At the beginning of 
that year Charles Darwin was writing The Origin of Species. By year’s end, other people, 
discoveries and inventions had changed the world forever, and society was converging in a 
global culture. 

Peter Macinnis

It was a different world back then, a changing world, a shrinking world. Mr Darwin’s Incredible 
Shrinking World: Science and Technology in 1859 is an entertaining book by leading science 
and history writer Peter Macinnis and it tells the story of how it all came about.

Sales Points

◦ It will be 150 years on from 1859 in 2009 and amazing to consider how much the world has 
changed in such a relatively short space of time

◦ Peter Macinnis’ lively narrative brings the world of 1859 alive

◦ Perfect for fans of history and popular science

◦ Features a compelling, intricate, curio-box cover design 

Author Profile

Australian science writer and broadcaster Peter Macinnis has worked in museums, taught in 

schools and written for online encyclopaedias. 

He is now a full-time writer and his published books include Bittersweet: The Story of Sugar, 

The Killer Bean of Calabar and other stories and Rockets and, for Pier 9, Australia’s Pioneers, 

Heroes & Fools (ISBN: 9781741960488).
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