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Description

This is the first narrative history that brings together the stories of the political prisoners sent as 
convicts to Australia from all parts of the British Empire, spanning the early days of the penal settlement 
at Sydney Cove until transportation ended in 1868. Author Tony Moore asks who were these prisoners, 
and what led them to take the radical actions they did? Why did the authorities so fear these dissenters 
and rebels, and was transportation effective in halting dissent? Most crucially, what influence did these 
political activists in exile have on colonial life and politics, from the Castle Hill Rebellion to trade 
unionism and the early appearance of responsible and democratic government.

In our contemporary climate, where laws are being tightened to curtail dissent in the interests of 
national security, Death or Liberty seeks to raise questions about the violence of both the state and its 
opponents, the causes of zeal, ruthlessness and idealism, and to reveal the crucial place of hope, 
courage and conviction in human progress.

Tony Moore

‘In Death or Liberty Tony Moore has uncovered Australia’s forgotten history as an instrument of state 
terror used against political radicals. Told with a passionate verve, this is a tale full of dramatic incident, 
tragic loss, hair-breadth escapes, and the triumph of new ideas. Moore has returned Australia to its 
rightful place in the global battle over what it meant to be free.’ 
– Dr Kirsten McKenzie, author of Chapel at the Edge of the World and A Swindler’s Progress

‘This important and dramatic era of Australian, Irish and British Empire history has been too often only 
partially told. Now we have the whole vivid tale, told by an excellent historian and an engrossing 
narrator. Here we become fascinated by the lives of Irish patriots, exiled British radicals and North 
American rebels, and of those who try to contain and punish them—all in terms which light up the past 
and have an unexpected relevance to the present.’
- Thomas Keneally

Sales Points

◦ Death and Liberty is based on solid historical research, focusing on socio-political history in 
the period of 1788-1868

◦ The beautiful and evocative design captures the period content and the book is illustrated 
with reproductions of historic paintings, lithographs and illustrations

◦ Dr Tony Moore is a renowned historian and was awarded the NSW History Fellowship to help 
research and write this book

◦ The release of this book will be supported by a national media campaign
◦ Chapter sampler (ISBN 9787777007890 for one pack of 50) and A2 poster (ISBN  
9787777007975) available

Author Profile

Dr Tony Moore is a writer, historian and academic based in Melbourne. He has a PhD in Australian 
history from the University of Sydney and is a lecturer in Communications and Media at Monash 
University. Tony’s career has spanned political activism, documentary making at the ABC, journalism 
and book publishing. He writes regularly on Australian culture, history and politics in the press, and his 
last book was The Barry McKenzie Movies. 
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