pIER The Fall of Empires

Cormac O'Brien

Title The Fall of Empires

Author Cormac O'Brien

ISBN 9781741963823

Imprint Pier 9

Binding Paperback with flaps

Extent 304 pages

Dimensions 240 x 192mm

RRP $45.00

Release Date July 2009
Description

Taking a journey through some of history’s most climactic turns of fate, The Fall of Empires
charts sixteen ancient empires from glory to ruin. In the process, it answers fascinating
questions, such as ‘Was their downfall sudden and cataclysmic, or was it a gradual affair? Did
another civilisation spring from the ashes, or did the loss of supremacy leave a void that
needed to be filled slowly and painfully?’

Capturing the perils and pitfalls of power, from scheming priests and jealous aristocrats to
military disasters on which the fate of millions could hang, this book makes for a varied and
colorful look at some of the mighty states of antiquity from Mycenaean Greece to Han China
and Parthian Asia.

Impeccably researched and featuring many colour photographs and drawings of locations and
artifacts, this book offers a fresh, colourful look at the distant past and at the fascinating
subject of imperial mortality.

Sales Points

> Blends military, political and social history in an evocative and engaging style that will appeal
to history devotees and general readers alike

o Civilisations around the world are represented
> A clear, accessible design illustrated with photographs and paintings, evokes atmosphere
and provides pictorial context for the stories
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Cormac O'Brien is the author of Secret Lives of the Presidents, which sold over 100,000 copies,

Secret Lives of the First Ladies, Secret Lives of the Civil War, The Daily Disaster and, most
recently, The Forgotten History of America. He lives with his wife and daughter in New Jersey.
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