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Description

‘Explorers have to be ready to die lost,’ said Russell Hoban – and hopefully they are, because 
many of them do. Those who seek to discover the unknown often risk falling victim to it. Some 
adventurers are lost, literally, forever. Some have found their hidden continent or legendary 
city of gold, but lost their lives. 

The stories in Lost Explorers are tragic, mysterious, thrilling and rip-roaring, and their subjects 

Ed Wright

The stories in Lost Explorers are tragic, mysterious, thrilling and rip-roaring, and their subjects 
include heroes, villains and misguided innocents. Lost Explorers features approximately 80 
adventurers who gave their lives in the cause of discovery. Each chapter discusses the 
adventurers chronologically, and each entry covers their career up to and including their final 
mission. The stories are complemented by maps, portraits, photos and extracts from diaries 
and letters.

The explorers featured include Ludwig Leichhardt, Amelia Earhart, James Cook, Henry Hudson, 
Gregory Mallory, Robert Falcon Scott, Robert Burke and William Wills. 

Sales Points

◦ A fascinating survey of the risky business of exploration from the earliest times until the 
modern day

◦ Lost Explorers offers a rich collection of facts, images and ripping yarns

◦ An easy-to-navigate reference with a compelling, layered design 

Author Profile

Ed Wright is a social commentator and regular contributor to The Sydney Morning Herald, The
Australian and The Australian Financial Review. He was the co-founder of the satirical Strewth!
magazine and has a PhD in American Literature from the University of Sydney. In addition to 
Lost Explorers, Ed has written History’s Greatest Scandals (ISBN: 9781740458092), A Left-
Handed History of the World (ISBN: 9781740458108) and Celebrity Family Trees (ISBN: 
9781740458146) for Pier 9.
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