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Description

Combining the heroic, the tragic, the bizarre and the humorous, Australia’s Pioneers, Heroes & 
Fools takes you along the intriguing highways and byways of Australian exploration, focusing on 
the tricks and tools of the explorer’s trade and the trials and tribulations experienced on the 
journeys.  

Along with the famous explorers whose names are a part of Australian folklore, the intriguing 
stories of many of the other explorers who traversed the country are captured in this narrative.  
Indigenous Australians, female explorers, non-British pioneers and convicts all conducted 
significant explorations in this country, although their stories are not commonly featured in our 
history education.  

Impeccably researched and featuring many extracts from explorers’ diaries and letters, Australia’s 
Pioneers, Heroes & Fools is packed with ripping yarns and fascinating details, revealing the 
identities, experiences, motivations and in particular the modus operandi of Australia’s colonial 
explorers.

Sales Points

◦ Densely packed with information and anecdotes related in an engaging, accessible and lively 
tone

◦ Focuses on the fascinating, lesser known explorers as well as the more well-known ‘stars’ of 
Australian exploration

◦ A ‘dramatis personae’ provides potted biographies of all of the characters mentioned in the book

Author Profile

Australian science writer and broadcaster Peter Macinnis has worked in museums, taught in 

schools and written for online encyclopaedias. He is now a fulltime writer and his published books 

include Bittersweet: The Story of Sugar, The Killer Bean of Calabar: The Story of Poisons and 

Poisoners and Rockets. He is also currently writing The Lawn: A Social History, to be published by 

Murdoch Books in 2008. 
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