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Description 

The number of women who have ruled as queens or empresses, or governed as presidents or 
prime ministers, remains but a small subset of the total of those who have attained ultimate 
political power. But this elite group of women who – through dynastic succession, democratic 
election or other means – have reached the heights of political and ceremonial leadership, 
includes some of the most influential and charismatic figures of world history.

Queen, Empress, Concubine paints vivid portraits of the lives of 50 extraordinary women who 

Claudia Gold

Queen, Empress, Concubine paints vivid portraits of the lives of 50 extraordinary women who 
have held positions of executive or ceremonial power throughout history, from the Queen of 
Sheba to Margaret Thatcher. Each biographical profile sets its subject clearly in the culture 
and context of its time, enabling author Claudia Gold not only to tell the stories of 50 
courageous and fiercely independent women, but also to provide a fascinating and informative 
alternative social history of the last 3500 years.

Sales Points

◦ A lavishly illustrated survey of the careers of 50 powerful and remarkable women

◦ Each ruler and the period during which she reigned is brought to life by an array of editorial 
features including timelines, box features and display quotations

◦ Embellished by 150 stunning colour images

◦ Part of Quercus’ popular and affordable range of illustrated, large format non-fiction titles 
that includes other titles such as Emperors of Rome (ISBN: 9781847241665), Dragon Throne 
(ISBN: 9781847244062) and The Story of Archaeology (ISBN: 9781847241832)

Author Profile

Claudia Gold holds a masters degree in medieval history. A former TV documentary 
researcher, she is currently working on The Maypole, a biography of Melusina von 
Schulenberg, mistress of King George I, to be published by Quercus in 2009.
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